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That’s irresponsible. The House and Senate 

need time to negotiate their differences be-
cause the House has no telecom immunity 
provision. Bush’s implication that expiration 
of the law would expose the Nation to ter-
rorist dangers is worse than disingenuous: 
The eavesdropping authorizations under the 
law continue for a year. Crucial decisions 
about civil liberties in an age of terror 
shouldn’t be driven by fear-mongering. 

That was from the USA editorial. 
I think this President, unfortunately, 

is manufacturing a crisis. This is the 
same thing we heard from this Presi-
dent and this administration in the 
lead-up to our invasion of Iraq. They 
painted the most frightening picture of 
Iraq and Saddam Hussein—weapons of 
mass destruction which could be aimed 
at our allies in the Middle East, such 
as Israel, and aimed at the United 
States; Condoleezza Rice talking about 
mushroom-shaped clouds and nuclear 
weapons striking the United States; 
drawing linkage between Saddam Hus-
sein and 9/11, when no linkage existed. 
That was the climate of fear this ad-
ministration created before they asked 
this Senate to vote on whether we 
should authorize the invasion of Iraq. 

They are trying to create a new cli-
mate of fear on the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act. That is fun-
damentally unfair to the American 
people. I must warn this President, and 
every President: The American people 
will only be frightened by red alerts, 
orange alerts, and all this rhetoric for 
so long before they turn it off. We don’t 
ever want to reach that point. We want 
to make certain when we tell the 
American people a danger exists, it 
truly does exist. 

If any danger exists now from the ex-
piration of the Protect America Act, it 
is a danger created by the President’s 
party in objecting to our efforts to ex-
tend this law. They cannot have it both 
ways. They cannot object to extending 
this law and then say to the American 
people: Be afraid. Be really afraid, be-
cause this law hasn’t been extended. 
That is exactly what has happened. 

Time and again this administration’s 
allies have pressured Congress to con-
sider controversial proposals imme-
diately before an election. Now we see 
them raising another security issue in 
the run-up to an election. This comes 
from a playbook written by former ad-
viser Karl Rove that the administra-
tion has used over and over again. 
Think about that vote for the author-
ization of war in the climate of fear the 
administration created, and then think 
of the reality of what we found on the 
ground when we went into Iraq. De-
spite heroic efforts by our men and 
women in uniform, despite their suc-
cesses in deposing Saddam Hussein, de-
spite the expenditure of billions of dol-
lars, we have never, ever uncovered one 
shred of evidence of weapons of mass 
destruction that this administration 
warned us about. Not one shred of evi-
dence of nuclear devices aimed at the 
United States or any other country, 
not one shred of evidence linking Sad-
dam Hussein to 9/11. All of the fear gen-

erated by this administration before 
that vote has not been substantiated. 

But the invasion of Iraq has been 
substantiated in another way, in al-
most 4,000 Americans’ lives that have 
been lost, 25,000 seriously wounded, and 
at a cost to the United States and our 
Treasury—record amounts. By the end 
of this year, it is estimated we will 
have spent $1 trillion on this war that 
this President created on a foreign pol-
icy decision which I think may be the 
worst in my lifetime and sadly endan-
gering so many brave, courageous sol-
diers who serve our country in uniform 
and risk their lives when called to 
duty. It is unfortunate. 

Yesterday, at the insistence of the 
Republicans, we ground to a halt the 
debate on the war policy in Iraq. It 
means we will have to wait several 
months. When we return to it, there 
will be more than 4,000 American cas-
ualties in this war, there will be more 
injured soldiers, and there will be more 
money spent. 

This President is trying to run out 
the clock. He wants to leave that 
White House on January 20, 2009, turn 
the keys over to his successor, and say: 
Good luck in Iraq—to leave two wars 
behind and to leave the United States 
in turmoil in terms of our foreign pol-
icy around the world. 

Well, it is imperative now that we 
have the truth on the floor, and the 
truth is that we have tried to extend 
this in law despite the objections of Re-
publican Senators. The truth is that we 
can work out our differences, and we 
should do so in a bipartisan way. We all 
have the same goal here: Keep America 
safe. 

We also want to make sure that when 
it comes to the use of military com-
missions for the trials of would-be ter-
rorists, we have a commission or at 
least some form of justice that will 
stand up to the test of our Constitu-
tion. 

I do not want a single person released 
from our detention, wherever they may 
be, who can endanger the United 
States. I want them all held respon-
sible for what they have done to endan-
ger us. But the fact is, there has been 
only one conviction in the 6 years, 61⁄2 
years since 9/11. The fact is, what has 
happened in Guantanamo has been the 
securing and detention of hundreds of 
prisoners for years at a time, many of 
whom have been released without a 
charge, to return back to their families 
and back to their countries with a bit-
ter taste in their mouth about justice 
under this administration. 

The American people will take a hard 
look at this issue in this election, as 
they should. One would hope the ad-
ministration would have learned a les-
son from what has occurred with the 
invasion of Iraq and what has occurred 
every time they have heightened fears 
before an election campaign. 

The American people have the final 
word. Now the President is claiming 
our security is at risk because this 
Protect America Act has expired. But 

at the same time, his party, the Repub-
lican Party, has time and again ob-
jected to extending this law. The 
American people have heard this song 
before. They are not going to buy it. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

REQUIRING A REPORT SETTING 
FORTH THE GLOBAL STRATEGY 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO 
COMBAT AND DEFEAT AL QAEDA 
AND ITS AFFILIATES—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 2634, which the clerk will 
report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to consider calendar No. 

576, S. 2634, a bill requiring a report setting 
forth the global strategy of the United 
States to combat and defeat al Qaeda and its 
affiliates. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to 
make a number of points on the two 
Feingold bills which are before us. I 
will be happy, after I conclude my re-
marks, if my neighbor from Illinois, 
the majority whip, wants to come back 
and discuss some of the points he 
made. I believe I disagree strongly with 
them. But I wish to take the time to 
lay out my views of what is happening 
in Iraq and in our battle against al- 
Qaida and why the two measures before 
us make absolutely no sense. 

On the second Feingold bill, he asks 
for a strategy dealing with al-Qaida. 
Let me assure you, as the ranking Re-
publican, the vice chairman of the In-
telligence Committee, I know one of 
the most important elements we have 
in dealing with al-Qaida is to be able to 
listen in on their electronic commu-
nications. That is covered by the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act. 

On February 16, 2008, after being ex-
tended for an additional 15 days—and 
we agreed, the Republicans agreed, the 
President agreed to give an additional 
15-day extension on the Protect Amer-
ica Act, but it expired. The Protect 
America Act which I was pleased to 
sponsor passed in Congress in August 
2007 to provide a short-term legislative 
solution to intelligence gaps that were 
occurring because of the outdated For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act, or 
FISA, which put a 6-month sunset on 
the PAA to give Congress ample time 
to work on permanent changes to 
FISA. 

Our Intelligence Committee, in Sep-
tember, immediately answered the 
call. We went to work, and after many 
discussions among staff on both sides, 
members on both sides, visits to NSA, 
and in close collaboration with the in-
telligence community, we passed out a 
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